Freshwater Parish Council

Freshwater Bay Boat Park Terms and Conditions 

The use of the Boat Park site is subject to the following Terms & Conditions.  The receipt of the application form for a permit shall be regarded as your acceptance of the Terms and Conditions detailed below:

1. Spaces are let on an annual basis from 1 April to 31 March for boats.  Spaces let for commercial trailers are subject to agreement in writing from the Clerk of the Parish Council.  No fee reduction will be made for anyone acquiring a space late in the season or surrendering the space early.

 2. Spaces must be occupied by the boat or commercial trailer for which the permit has been issued and not left unused/empty. 

3. The boat permit is personal to the applicant and may not be transferred to or for the benefit of another person for any reason.  Commercial trailer permits relate to the business of the trailer and may not be transferred to or for the benefit of another business for any reason.  The permit is not valid unless the required fee is paid in full, in advance. 

4. The permitted use of the site shall be to place thereon the boat or commercial trailer described in the application form and for no other purpose and the permit holder undertakes to keep the space clean, tidy and litter-free and to notify the Parish Council if the boat or commercial trailer is to be replaced with another (with the agreement of the Parish Council, charges may apply), or changes are made to it visually (for example, the boat/commercial trailer is repainted to appear differently).

5. Boats shall not exceed 16 feet (4.8 meters) length with a width of no more than 6 feet 3 inches (1.9 meters).  Boat trailers or trolleys should not exceed the overall boat length by more than 1 foot 6 inches (half a meter).  Commercial trailers shall not exceed 21 feet (6.4 meters) in length or 2.5 metres (8 feet) in width. (Unless written authorization has been agreed with the Clerk of the Parish Council).

6. The boat or commercial trailer shall only be left in the area designated for the purpose of boat parking.
 
7. The boat and where applicable their boat trailer/trolley must fit in the allocated space.  Commercial trailers must fit in the allocated space.  Boats, their equipment and Commercial trailers and their equipment may not cause any obstructions to the Revetment, Public Rights of Way, any adjoining driveways or grassed area. 

8. The official boat permit shall be clearly displayed on the boat or commercial trailer. The name of the boat or commercial trailer business and the owner shall also be displayed in a conspicuous position. 

9. When not in use, the boat or commercial trailer shall be immobilised by the removal of oars, drain plugs, etc and any flammable liquids must be removed.
10. All boats or commercial trailers must be insured by the permit holder for Public Liability for a sum of not less than £10,000,000 (ten million Pounds). This is to ensure the Parish Council is indemnified against all third-party claims. A copy of the valid insurance policy is to be held by the Parish Council, if the policy expires during the period of the permit, it is the permit holder's responsibility to provide a copy of the renewed policy to the Parish Council.

11. The Parish Council will accept no responsibility for any loss and/or damage which may be caused to the boat and its associated equipment including but not limited to trailers/trolleys, boat covers, however the loss and/or damage may occur.  The Council will accept no responsibility for any loss and/or damage, which may be caused to commercial trailers and their associated equipment, however the loss and/or damage may occur.

12. Any correspondence given by the Parish Council to the permit holder shall be sent to the permit holder’s last known email address or last known address if an email address is not available. It is the permit holder’s responsibility to notify the Council of a change of email address and/or a change of address.

13. From time to time, to allow essential works to be carried out on the site the permit holders will be asked to remove their craft from its allocated space. The minimum period of notice that will be given is 2 days; such notice may be verbal, email or writing, at the council’s discretion. If the council has to undertake the removal of any boat or craft the permit holder will be invoiced for the work and time involved.

14. All boats or commercial trailers shall be subject to inspection by the Parish Council’s authorised officer. 

15. To help with identification of boats or commercial trailers when site inspections are carried out and to check the Public Liability insurance submitted, it is required that a clear photo of the boat or commercial trailer is submitted with the application form. 

16. Boats or commercial trailers and any associated equipment found to be in an unsatisfactory or dangerous condition shall not be permitted to be on site. The decision of the Parish Council’s authorised officer as to the boat or commercial trailer’s condition shall be final. 

17. The Parish Council reserves the right to remove any boat or commercial trailer deemed to be in an unsatisfactory condition, non-payment of annual fee, no valid insurance policy on file or not displaying a valid permit. 

18. If, on inspection, a different boat or commercial trailer is found to be occupying a space other than that detailed on the application form, this may be removed by the Parish Council and placed into storage. 

19. A charge will be levied for the removal and storage of any boat or commercial trailer and their associated equipment and full payment will be required prior to its release. The weekly storage cost will be £100.

20. If a boat/trailer stored by the Parish Council is not claimed within 6 months of the date of the first correspondence, the Parish Council reserves the right to dispose of the boat/commercial trailer, in any manner they see fit, and may seek to recover any costs incurred. 

21. Replacement permits will be charged at £10 per issue.

22. Where applicable Permit cancellations may be subject to an administration charge of 20% of the annual permit fee.

 23. When using the Boat Park during the out-of-season period it is the permit holder’s responsibility to ensure that the storm boards are replaced after use. 

24. It is important that boat users should be competent, with due regard being paid to the codes relating to safety on the water. Attention is particularly drawn to the prevailing conditions at Freshwater Bay. These are not ideal for launching small boats and only experienced persons should attempt to do so and then, only in favourable wind and sea conditions. 

25. No vehicle access or parking is permitted along Freshwater Bay Promenade/Esplanade except for the loading and unloading of boats/commercial trailers when arriving on site.  Special care must be taken when approaching pedestrians. 

26. If there are any breaches of the conditions contained herein, the permit shall be forthwith cancelled.
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